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SHRIMP BAITING license APPLICATION South Carolina Department of Natural Resources

Social Security No.	 ________________________________________
Name	 ____________________________________________________    
Mailing Address  ____________________________________________
City/State/Zip  _____________________________________________
County  ____________________  Telephone	 __________________
Drivers License No.	 ___________________________  State  ________
Date of Birth  __________________  Gender  (M)  (F)  Race  _________
I understand that persons whose recreational privileges are suspended are not eligible to apply for, hold, or use SCDNR recreational licenses, permits, stamps, or tags. 

Signature 	________________________________________________  Date  ______________________
Please complete the above information, sign and return with the appropriate fee to  the mailing address above.

Note:	 Applications with incomplete information will not be 
processed and will be returned to the applicant.
Residents: Submit $25.00 check or money order payable to 
SCDNR with application. (Non-residents, $500.00 Cashiers 
Check or Money Order only.)
SCDNR License Office: 
PO Box 167 
Columbia, SC 29202 
(803) 734-3833

• No crab pot shall be left unattended in coastal 
waters more than 5 days.
• No crab trap or pot may be set within 100 yards 
of a public boat landing or launching area or set 
so as to be left dry at low tide.
• A float attached to a crab pot or trap must be 
made of solid, buoyant material which does not 
sink upon being punctured or cracked. The floats 
must be constructed of plastic, PVC Spongex, 
plastic foam, or cork. The primary float for a 
recreational pot or trap must be yellow in color 
and at least ten inches in length if rectangular, 
cylindrical, or conical  and at least five inches in 
diameter or width. Round or spherical floats must 
be at least six inches in diameter. Buoy lines for 
crab pots must be made of nonfloating material.

Gathering Shellfish 
(Oysters & Clams)
Permits/Licenses: Saltwater Recreational 
Fishing License required.
Seasons: Typically Sept. 16 through May 15 (½ 
hour before sunrise to ½ hour after sunset)
Restrictions:
• Shellfish may be harvested recreationally from 
State shellfish grounds and Public shellfish 
grounds. Most Public and State shellfish grounds 
are marked with signs. Recreational harvesting 
is allowed on culture permit grounds (formerly 
leases), but only when the harvester has in 
possession, written permission from the culture 
permit holder. License must be in possession 
while harvesting.
Maps of areas where oysters and clams may be  
gathered in season for recreation may be found on 
the web at www.dnr.sc.gov or by writing Marine  
Resources at PO Box 12559, Charleston, SC 29422.

As noted in the regulations information, weakfish and spotted 
seatrout, two species with similar appearances, have different 
size limits, 12-inches Total Length, and 14-inches Total Length 
respectively. To avoid angler confusion, biologists note a distinct 
characteristic between these two species is the rounded black spots 
visible on the spotted seatrout’s body and fins.

Weakfish

Spotted Seatrout

Don’t be confused

Anglers  are  reminded of  the 
conservation benefits of using circle 
hooks. Because of their unique design, 
circle hooks almost always hook fish 
in the mouth, whereas other hooks are 
more likely to hook fish in the gut or 
gills. Fish hooked in the gut or gills 
will often die of injuries shortly after 
being released. By practicing catch and 
release with circle hooks, the fish that 
you release will help to conserve South 
Carolina’s fish populations.

Use Circle Hooks

P.O Box 12559
Charleston, SC 29422
(843) 953-9312




